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            Liina Sumera (1988) is an Estonian composer born in Tartu. At the age of seven she started studying piano at the Heino Eller Music School in Tartu, later on she also took on ﬂute and pop- jazz singing. Sumera has always been interest- ed in composing, inventing her own melodies instead of practicing given piano pieces. She continued her studies at the Estonian Academy of Music and Theatre where she concentrated more on classical composition (with Helena Tulve, Margo Kõlar) and sound engineering (Siim Mäesalu). She has furthered her skills in electronic music composition (Alejandro Olar- te), ﬁlm (Päivi Takala) and video game music (Sandra Mahlamäki) at the Sibelius Academy, Finland. Sumera has written music for chamber en- semble, symphony orchestra and electronics. She has experimented with many different mu- sical genres from classical to electronic and contemporary composition and she has led a pop/rock band. In addition to concert music, Liina has composed for numerous ﬁlm and the- atre projects. She appreciates all the different musical experiences and says that there’s much to learn from each genre, it’s a good way to broaden your skills in composing and devel- op different ways of musical thinking. Sumera is also working as a sound engineer at the NUKU Theatre, Tallinn. She loves the creative environment and ﬁnds it very inspirational. As a competent sound engineer, Sumera has re- corded and mixed most of her own music. In 2012 Liina Sumera won a prize of the SoundtTack Cologne competition for her music composition and sound mixing for Felix Kön- nert‘s animation “Apollo”. From 2013 she has actively written theatre and ﬁlm music: “20000 Leagues Under The Sea” (2013, dir. Vahur Keller, NUKU), “Little Prince Hamlet” The Latin word conatus stands for impulse, struggling, striving, growing, effort and tension. Many famous philosophers such as Descartes, Hobbes, Spinoza and Leibniz have contributed to the deﬁnition of this term. It indicates an instinctive will to live and relates to various metaphysical theories of movement and inertia. “Conatus” was commissioned by the festival Estonian Music Days 2018 and is written for a 16-speaker immersive sound system that was specially built in Tallinn’s St. Nicolas’ Church for this event. The main theme of the 2018 festival was “Sacred” and, aptly enough, Sumera’s piece “Conatus” also carries sacred undertones and has a meditative atmosphere about it. Liina Sumera is combining acousmatic and electronic ele- ments in a way that neither forces them to compete with each other nor keeps them apart. Instead, they work in a symbiosis, morphing together, as it were, in a more organic manner. Liina Sumera “Conatus” (2018) for 16 speakers Premiere 14th April 2018 at St. Nicolas’ Church, Tallinn Estonian Public Broadcasting • International Rostrum of Composers 2018 → Photo: Mait Jüriado 
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Liina Sumera (1988) is an Estonian composer born in Tartu. At the age of seven she started studying piano at the Heino Eller Music School in Tartu, later on she also took on flute and pop-jazz singing. Sumera has always been interest-ed in composing, inventing her own melodies instead of practicing given piano pieces. She continued her studies at the Estonian Academy of Music and Theatre where she concentrated more on classical composition (with Helena Tulve, Margo Kõlar) and sound engineering (Siim Mäesalu). She has furthered her skills in electronic music composition (Alejandro Olar-te), film (Päivi Takala) and video game music (Sandra Mahlamäki) at the Sibelius Academy, Finland.
 Sumera has written music for chamber en-semble, symphony orchestra and electronics. She has experimented with many different mu-sical genres from classical to electronic and contemporary composition and she has led a pop/rock band. In addition to concert music, Liina has composed for numerous film and the-atre projects. She appreciates all the different musical experiences and says that there’s much to learn from each genre, it’s a good way to broaden your skills in composing and devel-op different ways of musical thinking. Sumera is also working as a sound engineer at the NUKU Theatre, Tallinn. She loves the creative environment and finds it very inspirational. As a competent sound engineer, Sumera has re-corded and mixed most of her own music.
 In 2012 Liina Sumera won a prize of the SoundtTack Cologne competition for her music composition and sound mixing for Felix Kön-nert‘s animation “Apollo”. From 2013 she has actively written theatre and film music: “20000 Leagues Under The Sea” (2013, dir. Vahur Keller, NUKU), “Little Prince Hamlet”
 The Latin word conatus stands for impulse, struggling, striving, growing, effort and tension. Many famous philosophers such as Descartes, Hobbes, Spinoza and Leibniz have contributed to the definition of this term. It indicates an instinctive will to live and relates to various metaphysical theories of movement and inertia.
 “Conatus” was commissioned by the festival Estonian Music Days 2018 and is written for a 16-speaker immersive sound system that was specially built in Tallinn’s St. Nicolas’ Church for this event. The main theme of the 2018 festival was “Sacred” and, aptly enough, Sumera’s piece “Conatus” also carries sacred undertones and has a meditative atmosphere about it.
 Liina Sumera is combining acousmatic and electronic ele-ments in a way that neither forces them to compete with each other nor keeps them apart. Instead, they work in a symbiosis, morphing together, as it were, in a more organic manner.
 Liina Sumera“Conatus”
 (2018) for 16 speakersPremiere 14th April 2018 at St. Nicolas’ Church, Tallinn
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(2014, Erki Aule, Estonian National Opera), “Secret Society of Souptown” (2015, dir. Mar-gus Paju, NAFTA), “Birds” (2017, dir. Vahur Keller, NUKU), “Overcoat” (2018, dir. Meelis Arulepp and Sean Mullen, A Film), “Strawberry Eaters” (2018, dir. Mattias Mälk, Eesti Joonis-film) and many others. Music Suite from the movie “Secret Society of Souptown” was se-lected for the symphony orchestras’ program of the 12th Estonian Youth Song and Dance Celebration in 2017 and was performed to a live audience of over 70 000 people and to hundreds of thousands of TV viewers. The Suite has also been played in Switzerland, France and Sweden.
 liina.sumera.eesoundcloud.com/liinasumera
 This piece contains pre-recorded musical material per-formed by Eva-Maria Sumera (violin), Andres Kungla (double bass), Liina Sumera (vocals and different materials).
 The 2018 Rostrum version of this piece is a stereo mixdown; the sound is inspired by the acoustics of St. Nicolas’ Church.
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