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Christmas 2014 Page 1 Tidings of Yardley United Methodist Church
 A Newsletter of Yardley United Methodist Church
 Yardley, Pennsylvania Christmas 2014
 Tidings A Newsletter of Yardley United Methodist Church
 Volume 15, Issue 6
 Family Advent Night December 7, 4:45-7:00 pm
 Blue Christmas:
 A Service of Light and Hope For those who have experienced loss and
 are grieving this Christmas season
 Sunday, December 21, 5:00 pm
 Christmas Eve Services: 5:00 pm Family Service
 7:00 pm Service of Carols, Candles and
 Communion
 10:00 pm Candlelighting Service
 Sunday after Christmas
 December 28
 One Worship Service at 11 am
 FAMILY ADVENT
 NIGHT
 Sunday, December 7th 4:45 PM—7:00 PM
 Advent season is here! Come celebrate the arrival of this special season with your YUMC family.
 You are invited to a fun filled family event for peo-ple of all ages and families of all sizes. The even-ing begins with a pot luck supper, then we will head to the sanctuary for singing Christmas car-ols and a short, impromptu children's Christmas pageant. All children are welcome to participate, no rehearsal necessary. Afterward we will head back to Fellowship Hall to make holiday decora-tions to give to senior citizens and to make our usual fun Christmas crafts. Dessert will be served during our craft time. There will be an opportunity to give to the Heifer Project. Call or email Laura Ransom or Beth Kalmes with any questions. Laura at 215-493-4066, [email protected] or Beth at [email protected].
 Please bring a dish to share... Family last name beginning with:
 A-L Main Course/Casserole M-Z Salad/Vegetable Dessert will be provided
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Christmas 2014 Page 2 Tidings of Yardley United Methodist Church
 I enjoy this time of year for the feel-ings that Thanksgiving and Christmas in-spire. This season brings joy to my heart in seeing images of people gathered around tables sharing from a harvest of plenty. The sights, sounds, music, lights, decora-tions and food touch all of our senses with the feeling of goodness and kindness. There is an air of generosity and peace. Thanksgiving is what the Christian faith is all about, offering God our thanks
 and praise. Some Christian churches call communion the Eucharist. Eucharist literally means “giving thanks.” Thanksgiving is at the core of our relationship with God. These feelings of joy and peace and generosity are challenged
 by how our culture commercializes this time of year. They use the music and spirit to make us feel good and put us “in the spirit” while they entice us to buy what they are selling.
 Since this season can be both inspiring and an expression of gratitude, it can also be conflict-
 ing by distracting us from the real meanings of Thanksgiving and Christmas. So, as we enter this season I invite you to go inside yourself, before you go outside and encounter the hustle and bustle of the season. Go inside yourself and reflect on what you are thankful for. Don’t be shy – only you know and can say what you are thankful for. Be personal-- think of what you are thankful for without comparing yourself to anyone other than yourself. Say “Thank You God for…” When we go inside, we address our vulnerability, what brings us joy and thanksgiving, and what brings us sadness and hurt. Reflect on your life as a blessed, loved, child of God.
 The last scripture we will have heard in ending the church year on Christ the King Sunday will
 be Matthew 25:40 where Jesus is telling the righteous – “Just as you did it to one of the least of these, you did it to me.” On Christmas Eve we will be reminded that Jesus was born in a manger, homeless, humble, and poor, not among the elite and privileged. Jesus, the King, comes into the world in all of the innocence and vulnerability of a child. On that night we will sing, “Come and Wor-ship, Come and Worship; Worship Christ the newborn king.”
 Reflect on the time between now and Christmas and how you will use it. I don’t expect the
 world and our culture to keep Christ in Christmas. I do expect Christians to keep Christ in our cele-bration of Christmas and giving thanks. We are those who have professed our faith in Jesus Christ, the child of God, the Messiah. This reflection may remind us that how we use our time in this Holy season affects how we prepare ourselves, and the world, to receive the gift of life, light and love that God sends into the world. The greatest gift we are given is God’s love. The greatest gift we can give is our expression of God’s love.
 Happy Thanksgiving – Merry Christmas – Happy New Year
 May the Peace of Christ be with you.
 Pastor Bob
 Tidings is published by Yardley United Methodist Church 300 Langhorne Road Yardley, PA 19067 Phone: 215-493-3345 [email protected]
 Pastor: Robert G. Coombe Phone: 215-321-8183 [email protected]
 Sunday Mornings 9 a.m. Celeb. Service & SS for Preschool to Gr. 5 10:00 a.m. Coffee Hour and SS for Youth & Adults 11:00 a.m. Traditional Service
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Christmas 2014 Page 3 Tidings of Yardley United Methodist Church Tidings of Yardley United Methodist Church
 Birthdays in December 04 Charlene Bray 04 Ted Pirog 05 Justin Klotz 06 Annelise Zygmunt 07 Ashlee Smith 07 Andrew O’Keeffe 07 Peter O’Keeffe 08 Colin Puckett 10 Dick Jensen 11 Erich Kaiser 12 Carol Muller 13 Emily Zygmunt 14 David Green 14 Connor Reed 15 Cindi Harris 15 Steve Burke
 16 Ferdinand Salapong 17 William VanVeen 19 Christopher Ramsey 20 Christine Amweg 21 Margaret Moshinsky 21 Kim Hart 23 Sona Hussian 23 Ian Croggon 26 Charles Guenzel 27 Kristen Marco 27 Chase Marco 28 Marc Santoro 28 Chris Ortolf 29 Maureen Kyle 30 Elizabeth Nunziato
 Did we miss your
 birthday? Sorry! We
 must not have it on file.
 Please email us:
 [email protected]
 or call 215-493-3345.
 Birthdays in January
 01 Joyce McGlynn 04 David Hunt 05 Charlotte Sands 06 Linda Rowley 06 Nancy Amweg 07 Julianna Griffin 08 Emilie Croggon 09 Catie Rymer 10 Sara Carpenter 11 Phyllis Kramer 14 David Green 14 Christopher Moody 15 Kim Laba 17 Greg Van Aken 19 Doris Wilkes
 19 Stephen Griffin 19 Pamela Carmasine 19 William Binder IV 20 Kristal Klotz 20 Latajia Cox 23 Peg Boysen 23 Kyle Miller 24 Eve Moody 27 Patricia Miller 27 Miriam Carpenter 27 Reagan Ward 28 Timothy Brady 30 Ginny Lavanish 31 Robert Puckett 31 Thomas Lefebvre
 Members and friends are invited to order poinsettias for decorating the church for Christmas in memory or honor of a loved one. The plants may be taken home by the donors after the last service on Christmas Eve. To order, please use the form below and place it, along with your payment, in the offering plate, or deliver it to the church office by December 7, 2014. The price is $10.00 per plant. As an alternative to Christmas flowers, a gift may be given to the ministries of Yardley United Methodist Church in memory or honor of a loved one. Your loved ones will be listed along with the poinsettia donations in the Christmas Eve bulletin. Please use the form below. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Christmas Dedications
 Given by:____________________________________________
 In Honor/Memory of: (circle one_________________________
 ____________________________________________________
 Number of plants: ______ Paid herewith: $_________________
 and/or:
 Ministries of Yardley UMC Amount:$________________
 From the Executive Director of Trenton Area Soup Kitchen: ...thank you for your donation of $1,000...TASK’s mission is to feed those who are hungry in the Trenton area and
 offer programs to encourage self-sufficiency and improve
 the quality of life of its patrons...We are serving approxi-mately 4,000 meals per week...Our Adult Education Pro-
 gram provides tutoring in literacy, basic math, GED prep
 and computer skills...Those who come to TASK include
 the elderly, the addicted, the mentally ill, the physically challenged, veterans, recent immigrants, families with
 children, the working poor...Thanks again for your sup-
 port.
 From the Executive Director of Welcoming the Stranger: Thank you for the donation we received in the amount
 of $800...You have helped to improve the lives of immi-grants and refugees who reside in Bucks County, Tren-
 ton, and Northeast Philadelphia...Because of the gener-
 ous support of donors like you we have been able to con-
 tinue to offer [educational] classes free of charge...Again, thank you for collaborating with us in meeting the di-
 verse needs of our community.
 From our Childcare worker, Marci: Thank you everyone for the beautiful gift bag of items for my new grand-child, Brielle! Our family appreciates your kindness and thoughtfulness. Marci Kaufman
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Christmas 2014 Page 4 Tidings of Yardley United Methodist Church
 Yardley UMC went out to love the world by Teresa Guloy The theme for our 4th annual “The Church has Left the Build-ing” was “Love the World.” As followers of Jesus, our Church family showed our love for the world by giving our time, effort, and treasures on October 26th. As the coordinator of this event, I am in a unique position to hear about all that we did to make a positive difference in the lives of many people. It is truly amaz-ing how much we can accomplish if we work together. Listed below are the 10 mission projects we were involved in, the lead-ers, the number of participants, and a glimpse of the fruits of our labor. Anchor House: Leader – Simon Bagdonis – 15 participants- cleaned three floors and did general clean-up at the Anchorage Bucks County Housing Group: Leader – Steve Kyle – 7 par-ticipants- weeded and laid down 10 cubic yards of mulch Aid for Friends: Leader – Anna Salapong -9 adults, 5 youth, 4 children- prepared 148 meals Helping a Neighbor: Leader – Bob Scherer – 17 adults, 3 chil-dren – removed trees, bushes, and branches and cleaned flower beds and walkways Coupons for the Military – Dennis Laba –10 participants- clipped about $4000 worth of coupons. Trenton Area Soup Kitchen – Joyce Lee and Marge Quallis – 19 participants- made 80 peanut butter and jelly sandwiches, 29 hygiene bags, and 1000 wrapped utensils Kisses for Kate – Janice Laba – 9 participants – made 100 pil-lows Knitting Hats and Scarves- Ginny Lavanish – WOW made 30 matching hat and scarf sets, 15 hats, and 5 scarves. The knitting continued until November 13th, when they were delivered to Pennsbury schools. Everyone found joy in working on this pro-ject! Neighborhood Food Collection – Jason Lee Lum – 8 adults and 9 children –car loads of non-perishable food Juvenile Diabetes Walk – 4 participants – raised $310 As you can see, we did amazing work that day. The success of these projects would not have been possible without all of you.
 (see page 9 for more photos of LOVE THE WORLD
 Helping a neighbor
 Bucks County Housing Group project
 Neighborhood Collections
 Trenton Area Soup Kitchen project
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Christmas 2014 Page 5 Tidings of Yardley United Methodist Church
 Update from the Life Giving Water Fund Team by Debbie Van Aken Late Summer and early Fall is an exciting time for news from the LGWF Team! As many of you have heard from
 Richard Hachoose in his announcements on recent Sunday mornings, we have budgeted to drill 20 new wells in Zambia this year. And late summer and early fall is the time literally when that happens: in the short window between the end of the dry season when the water table is at its lowest and the beginning of the rainy season when roads become im-passable and drilling must stop.
 Only a year ago we were excited to be drilling our 50th well! And now a year later, we are excited to be drilling as many as 20 in one season thanks to the availability of new
 drills and drilling companies with which we have been able to partner. And just the other day, we have received word that 12 of the 20 have been successfully completed. In fact the accompanying picture shows one of the new wells drilled in the Mutetezi Village in the Eastern Province of Zambia. This well has begun to serve 1500 people who have never before had clean, fresh drinking water available to them. And if the rains hold off and water is successfully tapped, by the end of this year, we will have helped to dramati-cally change the lives of between 20,000 and 30,000 people in Zambia!
 We want to thank the many generous members and friends of this congregation who both prayerfully and financially support this project. If you are interested in learn-ing more about LGWF or how you can get involved, please feel free to speak to one of us: Yvette and Richard Hachoose, or Dale and Debbie Van Aken ([email protected]). Don’t forget to visit our website at: www.lifegivingwater.org for updates and other stories of our mission. And after you visit the website, remember to share it through your social media channels. Spreading the word is part of this ministry as we continue to work together to improve the lives of children and their families in Zambia.
 A Joy and a Concern….a note from the Stewardship Committee
 Congratulations! As we close out our 2014 budget it appears that we have actually supported the full budget for the first time in over ten years. It has been a tough road to get to a balanced budget and would not have been possible without your continued commitment. We were able to balance the budget through our pledges and the extraordinary measure to support the Music Program this year. The budget for 2015 will be the same in all areas except for our Apportionments to the Methodist Conference which will increase by ap-proximately $4000. So as you can see, we have another year of financial challenges in front of us for 2015.
 We realize that there are serious concerns that the church is dealing with at this time and that some could express their discontent by holding back on their pledge. If we do not maintain our contributions to the full ministry of the church at the level we have done in 2014, there will likely be the loss of staff and pro-grams. It’s crucial that you use other avenues to express your feelings and not withhold on your discipleship and stewardship. Our staff, our community, our members and visitors are depending on your commitments for 2015. We need to be good stewards of God’s gifts to us by supporting all the ministries of YUMC. We ask that you prayerfully consider your commitment and pledge if you have not already done so. If you have al-ready turned in your pledge, thank you! Please remember that we are all in this together – the body of Christ.
 Prayerfully yours, Mitch Harris for the Stewardship Committee

Page 6
                        
                        

Christmas 2014 Page 6 Tidings of Yardley United Methodist Church
 After the Pumpkin Patch ended, congregation members tried their hands at chuckin’ a pumpkin! The contest was won by Bill R. with a tie for runner up: Thomas H. & Bob A. Fun was had by all. Congrats to the winners!
 BLESSING OF SHAWLS AND LAPROBES Weavers of Wellness celebrated the season of Thanksgiving with a shawl blessing during Commun-ion on Sunday, November 3rd. 29 lap robes for the Critical Care unit at St. Mary Hospital, and 15 prayer shawls were blessed by the congregation and will soon be distributed to people in need of comfort as they face life’s challenges. The group has also found time to craft 35 matching hats and scarves for the Love the World ministry program, and these will be distributed to needy children in the Pennsbury school system. These gifts of love are given on behalf of the whole congregation, and the prayers of the congregation go with them as signified by the labels they bear – “Prayerfully made by Weavers of Wellness at Yardley United Methodist Church.” If you are interested in this ministry or would like to donate toward the cost of the labels, please contact Ginny Lavanish at [email protected] or 215-295-1852, or if you would like a shawl to be given to a
 relative or friend, please call.
 Need cookies for Christmas? Come to the Cookie Walk and Bake Sale on Sunday, December 14th at 10 a.m. and noon. The mission teams will be busy baking for you! You will receive a container and you will walk around a table full of cookies to choose. Your donation will benefit this summer’s mission trips.
 Chuckin’ Pumpkins in
 the Patch
 Angel Tree: It’s that time of year again when the Mission Com-mittee will be collecting Christmas gifts for the children at the Bucks County Housing Group. Over the years, our generosity has helped to bring joy to many children on Christmas day. Please prayerfully consider sponsoring a child. The Angel tags are hang-ing on the Christmas tree in Fellowship Hall. The Angel tags will have the name of the child, age, and requested gift (maximum amount $25). Please drop off the unwrapped gift with the Angel tag taped on it during Fellowship Hour (preferred) or in the Church office. Please do not leave it on the stage at any other time due to security concerns. The deadline to collect all the gifts is December 14th. If you have any questions, please contact Jennifer Noblejas at [email protected].
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Christmas 2014 Page 7 Tidings of Yardley United Methodist Church
 YUMC YOUTH MINISTRY Youth Ministry at Yardley UMC exists to share God’s love with teenagers,
 equip them to experience the work of ministry, honor the Lord and enjoy one another. Do you have questions? Need someone to talk to? See Denise or any youth leader. Or, email [email protected]
 Not sure of dates for events? Have a sports event, concert, or other activity that you want your youth ministry friends to know about? Check out the calendar on our website at www.yardleyumcyouth.com! You can add your birthday, activities or even prayer requests by clicking on dates on the calendar.
 Need to sign up for an event? You can go to the youth website at www.yardleyumcyouth.org and click on sign up, OR you can go to the ‘SIG NUP’ board outside of the youth room and sign up there!
 Christmas Progressive
 Dinner starts at 5:30 pm
 on Dec 12!
 We’ll meet at the church, split up into groups to spread some Christmas cheer at nursing homes and then proceed with our progressive dinner...appetizers at one house, main course at another, and finally dessert at a third. Then we’ll head back to YUMC for some Christians & Romans and other fun! We will end at 12:30 am. This is a great night to get in-to the Christmas spirit! Sign up by Dec. 7th!
 Sr High Youth Rally Jan 9-11! Grades 7-12!
 Be part of 4,000+ students and leaders who converge on Ocean City in 2015! This is a massive celebration in which we will rejoice in the fact that we are God’s Mas-terpiece. Your trip will cost $175. We’ll stay at the Hilton in Ocean City MD! Wor-ship Leader is Starfield; Special Musical Guests: Anthem Lights & Shuree Rivera; Guest Speakers: Dr. Brenda Salter McNeil, Michael Jr. & Brock Gill. It’s going to be great! SIGN UP BY DEC 20th by turning in your $65 deposit! You are not signed up until you give your deposit.
 Melody & Amadeus in the Pumpkin Patch!
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Christmas 2014 Page 8 Tidings of Yardley United Methodist Church
 Youth Service Day Jan 19th 9 am—noon Youth and friends are invited to participate in a morning of service to honor the reason we have the day off from school: Martin Luther King Jr.’s Birthday.
 Make note of these dates!
 Dec 7 Family Advent Night
 Dec 12 Youth Progressive Dinner
 Dec 14 Cookie Walk & Bake
 Dec 28 No Refuel
 Jan 9-11 Sr High Youth Rally
 Jan 19 Youth Service Day
 Jan 25 Chili Cook-off
 Jan 30-Feb 1 Ski Trip
 Feb 8 Spaghetti Dinner
 Feb 13-14 Valentine Grams
 Feb 17 Pancake Dinner
 Feb 27-28 30 Hour Famine
 March 27-28 “________” Experience!
 April 17-18 Middle School Retreat
 April 26 Goods & Service Auction
 Ski trip
 Jan 30-Feb 1
 Detailed packets will be available soon!
 Family Challenge...One of the “unknown destinations was Bowman’s Tower!
 Cookie Walk and Bake Sale
 Dec 14 at 10 am and noon
 Going on a mission trip? This is a fundraiser for
 you! To get credit for this fundraiser, you must
 bake at least 2 dozen cookies or a larger item
 AND help at the event.
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 YUMC IN
 More photos from the day that YUMC left the building!
 Bucks County Housing Group project
 Neighborhood collections
 Kisses for Kate project
 Helping a neighbor
 Aid for Friends project
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Christmas 2014 Page 10 Tidings of Yardley United Methodist Church
 Ministry Fair
 Bibles were given to Sunday School children.
 The Junior Choir worshiped God with song.
 The ministries of YUMC were celebrated at a Ministry Fair and Luncheon.
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Christmas 2014 Page 11 Tidings of Yardley United Methodist Church
 A big crowd gathered to unload 775 pumpkins! The Pumpkin Patch and PumpkinPalooza were both fund-raisers for YUMC mission trips AND an outreach to the community! More than $2,500 was raised for mission trips and local mission ministries of YUMC.
 PumpkinPalooza! Pumpkin Patch
 The winning Scarecrow made by the Education Committee was a large scarecrow teacher talking about the Bible to little scarecrows!
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Christmas 2014 Page 12 Tidings of Yardley United Methodist Church
 ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
 Upcoming Events December 7 Family Advent Night 8 Administrative Council 10 Trenton Area Soup Kitchen 12 Youth Progressive Dinner 14 Cookie Walk & Bake Sale 18 GALS 21 Blue Christmas Worship Service 24 Christmas Eve Worship Services: 5:00 pm Family Service 7:00 pm Carols, Candles and Communion 10:00 pm Candlelighting Service 28 One Worship Service at 11:00 am January 9-11 Sr High Youth Rally 14 Trenton Area Soup Kitchen 12 Administrative Council 19 Youth Service Day 25 Chili Cook-off 30-Feb 1 Ski Trip
 December 2014
 Tidings of Yardley United Methodist Church 300 Langhorne Road Yardley, Pennsylvania 19067
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